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Task of the Church








                      Lecture 2

Title: Worship/Introductory Perspectives (TC-2)
Purpose: To give the hearers some introductory perspective on worship.

Introduction

1. Worship is one of the tasks of the church. The church is called by God to give to Him the worship that is His due.
2. And as we look at this particularly task of the church, let us begin by considering some introductory perspectives. 

I.
THE BIBLICAL TERMINOLOGIES FOR WORSHIP
A.
The OT terminologies
1. The principal OT word for worship is hx'v' shachah. It literally means “to bow down” or “prostrate”. The word is used both in the literal and figurative sense. It is at times used literally to show respect towards a human being (Gen 23:7; Gen 33:3; etc.) But it is most often used literally and figuratively as an act of homage towards God (Gen 24:52; Ps 29:2; etc.) Although the word is at times used to describe the physical act of bowing down to God in worship, such physical act is not essential to the idea of the word (Ex 33:10; Exo 34:8). 
2. Another word for worship is db;[' abad. This word literally means “to serve, to work”. In many instances, this word is closely linked with hx'v' shachah and refers to acts of service done in the context of worship (Ex 20:4-5; Deu 4:19; etc.)  But in many occasions the word is also used by itself and still obviously refers to acts of service done in worship (Ex 3:12; Ex 12:31). The word, however, it not used only with reference to religious service, but even service rendered to human beings (Gen 25:23; Gen 43:31).
3. Still another word for worship is dg"s' sagad. It literally means “to prostrate oneself”. This word is used only four times in the OT and only in connection with idol worship (Isa 44:15, 17,19; Isa 46:6). 
4.  Closely relative to dg"s' sagad is the Aramaic dgIs. Segid. It means “to do homage”. 
B.
The NT terminologies 

1. The principal NT word for worship is proskune,w proskuneo. It literally means “to bow down to kiss” someone’s feet, garment hem, or the ground in front of him. But just like the OT terminology, the physical posture is not essential to the concept of the word, but rather the posture of the heart. Thus when the physical posture is highlighted, another word is used to describe it (Mt 2:11; 1Cor 14:25). 
2. Another word for worship is se,bomai sébomai, which means to “venerate,” and its various cognates, seba,zomai,  sebázomai, euvsebe,w eusebéō, qeosebh,j theosebḗs, se,basma sébasma. Its root is se,bas sébas, “fear,” but this primitive meaning is completely merged into “reverence,” “hold in awe”. This word particularly highlights the posture of the heart of a person who worships God. The posture is that of reverence and awe (Mt 15:7-9).  
3. Another word used for worship is latreu,w. This word is closely associated in the NT with proskune,w proskuneo (Mt 4:8-10) and seba,zomai, (Rom 1:25). Louw-Nida: “to perform religious rites [or service] as part of worship – to perform religious rites, to worship, to venerate”. In Rom 12:1, the word is translated by the NASB as “service of worship” and that worship under the NC is cloth with OC terminologies of worship. 
II.
THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF WORSHIP

A. What is worship? Worship in its very essence is a meeting with God. It is to draw near to God’s special presence in order to pay homage to Him, to praise Him, to commune with Him. 
B. And this meeting with God is done not just individually but also corporately.  
1. The corporate dimension of worship is made prominent particularly in the formation of the OC community. The OC community was called by God to holy assemblies for worship. 
a. We see this right from the very start, when God called out the people from Egypt. Exo 7:16 (READ) – The word “serve” here refers to service done in the context of worship. It is elsewhere translated worship. And this is brought out clearly in Ex 5:1 (READ). Edmund Clowney: “God’s assembly at Sinai is therefore the immediate goal of the exodus. God brings His people into His presence that they might hear His voice and worship Him.”
b. Then God in Mt Sinai institutes regulations by which His worship was to be carried out by the people. And those regulations included set times or seasons for God’s people to assemble to worship Him together – Lev 23:1-2, 3, 4ff (READ). 

2. The OC community is only a foreshadowing of the NC community. The OC lh'q' qahal or assembly is fulfilled in the NC evkklhsi,a ekklesia or assembly. And just as the OC assembly was to worship God so the NC assembly is also to worship God. 
a. And nowhere is this more clearly brought out than in the book of Hebrews. Heb 12:18-21, 22-29 (READ). Context: Here the writer is contrasting the OC established through Moses with the NC established at the first coming of Christ, showing the superiority of the later. 
b. Edmund Clowney, commenting on this passage, writes, “The picture of the church as a worshiping assembly is nowhere more powerfully presented than by the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews....In our worship in Christ’s church [or as Christ’s church] we approach the throne of God the judge of all. We enter the festival assembly of the saints and the angles. We gather in spirit with the spirits of just men made perfect. We enter the assembly of glory through Christ our mediator, and the blood of his atoning death.... Reverent corporate worship, then, is not optional for the church of God... Rather, it brings to expression the very being of the church. It manifests on earth the reality of the heavenly assembly.”
C. So worship has an individual dimension. But the corporate dimension is the fullest expression of worship. And that is what will be the focus of our study in worship. Our focus will be the corporate dimension of the people of God under the New Covenant.
